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This study aims to examine the historical structure of the Sharifs of Mecca during the Ottoman
era by analyzing their political, social, and economic roles, as well as their relationship with the
Ottoman state. The research explores the lineage of this Hashemite dynasty and its influence on
the Islamic political landscape from the early Islamic periods until the end of Ottoman rule.

The study discusses the geographical significance of Mecca as a crucial religious and commercial
center, which positioned it at the heart of regional and international power struggles. It also
traces the evolution of the Sharifian political system, from their relative autonomy during the
Mamluk period to their integration within the Ottoman administrative framework, where they
played a prominent role in governing the Hijaz while maintaining a degree of self-rule.

Additionally, the research analyzes the familial structure of the Sharifs, which underwent various
phases of cohesion and division, and examines how these internal dynamics affected the stability
of Mecca. The study further explores the nature of the relationship between the Ottomans and
the Sharifs of Mecca, particularly in relation to the annual dispatch of the Surra as a mechanism
to reinforce their legitimacy and their role in securing pilgrimage routes and trade networks.

The study highlights the challenges faced by the Sharifs, including internal conflicts, increasing
Ottoman intervention, and military and political challenges such as the rise of the Wahhabi
movement and the ascendancy of Muhammad Ali Pasha. These factors ultimately led to the end
of Sharifian rule in the Hijaz in 1925.

This research is based on a wide range of historical sources, including Ottoman archival
documents, Arabic sources, and Western studies, providing a comprehensive analysis of the
political role of the Sharifs under Ottoman rule.

Keywords: Sharifs of Mecca, Ottoman Empire, Hijaz, Sharif Hussein, Hashemites.
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